
Beyond –  Leadership Opportunities

Who runs the activity?

The Middle School pastoral team is aware of the many 

opportunities available to the girls and is also aware of the 

individual girls who would benefit from the challenge of 

taking the lead. Close liaison between teachers running 

activities and the pastoral team allows for this broader 

perspective to be taken. We are always delighted to see 

new leadership skills emerging, sometimes from the most 

unexpected places, and we are always ready to encourage 

girls to take on responsibilities that they had not tried 

before. 

What’s on offer?

There is a wonderful range of activities on offer  
in Middle School and each one provides an 
opportunity for girls to take a lead and show 
initiative. Whether it is representing their Form  
on School Council or as Form Leader, acting as a 
House Leader for a year group, creating  
and leading a musical or drama group for 
performance, taking responsibility for a charity 
event, or being the elected managing director  
of a Young Enterprise team, the challenge is to  
be organised and efficient, to inspire and lead by 
example. This is valuable preparation for the many 
whole School leadership roles in the Sixth Form.

What do pupils say?

“Being a Sports Leader has been great and I have 
learnt lots of new skills. I now feel capable and 
confident to lead a sporting activity involving  
people of any ability or age. I couldn’t have said  
that a year ago!” 

“Young Enterprise isn’t like anything else we do at 
school. I have really enjoyed being Managing  
Director because you learn so much about business 
and leading a team but you have to ‘put yourself  
out there’ and be prepared to make some mistakes 
along the way. You learn so much, more than you 
ever could in a classroom.”

Recent highlights

• Each year raising money for the school’s chosen charity 
results in a flurry of activities led by individuals in 
Middle School who demonstrate their leadership skills, 
enthusiasm and energy in support of a really 
worthwhile cause. The annual Year 10 Charity Dinner, 
organised by Year 10 girls for the whole year group and 
their invited guests, is one excellent example.

• Success in the Rotary Public Speaking Competition, 
Young Enterprise and many sporting events has all 
reflected the quality of the leadership skills of the main 
speaker, the managing director and all the team 
captains. 

 Made in Oxford Young Enterprise team

Leadership and learning are indispensable to each other.
John F. Kennedy


