
Latin

What will you learn?

In Year 9 Latin teaching is based on the 
Cambridge Latin Course Book 3, and students 
continue to expand their knowledge of 
grammar and vocabulary. At the end of Year 9, 
students are offered the opportunity to take the 
WJEC Level 1 Certificate in Latin language.

In Year 10 and 11 the GCSE course enables 
students to read Latin literature, by authors 
such as Virgil and Horace, together with stories 
about key characters in Roman history. Study of 
the language continues with more advanced 
grammatical constructions and the GCSE 
defined vocabulary list.

What do students say?

“I really like Latin; I find translating and finding  
out the meaning of sentences really rewarding.”

“I like learning about our own culture through  
different cultures.” 

“The stories are cool; Quintus is my favourite.”

“I like that it helps with my other languages.”

“It’s really interesting to discover where words  
have come from.”

“I like the background because it’s interesting  
to learn how the Romans used to live.”

Facilities, expeditions and more...

Year 9: visit to Bath, and the opportunity to visit 

Italy in some years. 

Year 10 and 11: opportunity to visit either Rome 

or Greece in some years. 

Students of all ages may join Helicon, the classics 

club, and try out the following activities:

• Roman cookery

• Writing and performing  

a play with a classical theme

• Painting Greek vases

• Making Roman jewellery

• Greek dancing

• Making mosaics

• Games, puzzles and DVDs on classical themes

Who teaches it?

Diana Spain is the Head of Department. She has a degree in Classics from Oxford University and 
has taught Classics for 19 years.

Julia Twaits has been at St Helen’s for 14 years as a full-time Classics teacher. She has a degree in 
Classics from Cambridge University, specialising in classical linguistics and philosophy, and a 
Postgraduate Certificate of Education in Classics and Religious Studies. 

David Hodgkinson has a degree in Classics with Sanskrit from Oxford University and a master’s 
degree in Classics and Ancient History. He is a Fellow of the Chartered Institute of Educational 
Assessors and is also a Chief Examiner and Deputy Chair in Classics for a major UK awarding body.

Lucia Simon has a degree in Classics from Oxford University. She has sustained her interest in the 
classical world through teaching, travelling and museum trips, focusing on ancient art and 
archaeology throughout the Mediterranean. 

Diana Spain, Head of Classics

Results gained in 2018:

GCSE Latin: 
95% at 9-7 
100% at 9-6

Specification: WJEC – Year 9 
www.wjec.co.uk/qualifications/qualification-resources. 
html?subject=latin&level=Level12Certificate

Latin – GCSE 
www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse-latin-j282-from-2016/

FACT FILE

How is the subject taught?

Latin is taught in one 80 minute lessons in Year 9, and 
three lessons per week in Year 10 and 11. In Year 9, 
lessons will focus on a key theme, with a new point of 
grammar introduced or a background topic. Reading 
stories and translation work also continue. There are 
also some opportunities for creative, independent 
learning, such as looking at derivations and the use of 
Latin today. 

In Year 10 and 11 there is a strong focus on translation, 
combined with the reading of original Latin literature. 
When looking at the literature students are encouraged 
to look into the background, analyse what is happening 
and think creatively about the texts. For the language 
element, there is a clearly defined vocabulary list which 
is studied in Year 10 and revised in Year 11.

Joint Latin and Greek - “Gratin”

Latin can be taken on its own or jointly with Greek. 
The option of Latin and Greek falls into the 4 lesson 
option block: each subject will ge given two 
lessons per week


