
Art is enjoyable and I really like 
the way we try out lots of 
different things. Going to 

galleries is a great way to learn.

What will you learn?
In Sixth Form students take a fine art course. At the core of the art 
and design curriculum is the belief that students should develop 
knowledge, how to communicate ideas, understanding and an 
appreciation of the visual world through aesthetic and practical 
skills. This is realised through both the theoretical investigation of 
art and individual development of practical experience by 
investigating a wide variety of processes and a range of traditional 
and new media. A-level Art and Design is accredited by OCR – 
students work beyond timetabled lessons as they develop their 
own interests in art and they are encouraged to become 
independent thinkers and learners. Life drawing is taught by 
department staff as part of enrichment activities and contributes 
towards coursework throughout the A-level course. 

Art and Design
How is the subject taught?
Sixth Form students are taught in their own dedicated art room, 
which is a light, well-equipped and spacious room at the top of the 
School. 3D facilities are housed in a separate building in the school 
grounds. The Art Department has an extensive and up to date 
specialist art library and many resources, such as Photoshop, 
printmaking equipment and a photography darkroom. Research 
skills are taught by staff from the Art Department, visits to 
museums and art galleries, talks by visiting artists, lectures and slide 
shows support studio work. Students produce coursework projects 
for Unit 1. Externally set assignments are set by the exam board 
OCR for Unit 2 to which students respond, building upon skills 
acquired in the first part of the course.

What do students say?
“I’ve realised that art isn’t just for school. I can use what I’ve learnt in  
so many other parts of my life.” 

“The atmosphere in the Art Department inspires me to work and 
develop my skills.”

Facilities, expeditions and more... 
All A-level students do life drawing as part of the A-level course. 
Seeing at first-hand the work of artists is one of the main ways in 
which understanding of both techniques and concepts is 
conveyed. 

• There is a programme of visits to regional and national  
museums and art galleries.

• Scholarships and awards in Sixth Form.

• Students go on to study art, art history and architecture  
at foundation and degree level.

Who teaches it? 
Art Department staff, all of whom are practising artists and 
designers, have excellent subject knowledge and a strong range of 
expertise in painting, printmaking, ceramics, 3D design and new 
media. Visiting artists complement staff skills and work with 
students on an occasional basis. Recent workshops have included 
animation, textiles for fashion, ceramic sculpture and jewellery. 
Contextual studies are an important part of the art and design 
courses, and all years benefit from talks and lectures supporting 
their studies. 

Results 2019
A-level Art and Design:

100% A*–A
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