
English Literature

What will you learn?
A-level English Literature follows the OCR syllabus. Students cover 
texts from the full range of time periods and genres: Chaucerian 
fabliau, Ibsen’s A Doll’s House, Twelfth Night, modern poetry by Eliot 
or Duffy, Booker Prize-winning modern novels. A synoptic unit 
explores texts from a specific genre, theme or time period, most 
recently dystopian fiction such as The Handmaid’s Tale, American 
literature 1880–1940 such as The Great Gatsby, and women in 
literature such as Virginia Woolf. Two coursework tasks make up 
20% of the course, comprising a sustained comparative essay, and 
a close analysis or the option for a creative response.

A-level gives greater independence, with an element of student 
choice in coursework texts and tasks, and a broader spectrum of 
responses encouraged for classroom debate and written 
argument. We look at the key skills needed to be a successful 
literature student, and use some lesson time to explore beyond the 
syllabus into an appreciation of the literary canon and some of the 
cultural heritage in this that informs later writings. It is this bedrock 
of breadth that opens up the depth in critical analysis of the 
syllabus texts.

What do students say?
“I always look forward to English lessons – it’s so different from my other 
subjects and I know the skills I’m developing will be useful for the rest of  
my life.”

“English has helped me to develop a new way of thinking.”

Extracurricular
The primary source of extra English exploration in Sixth Form is the 
Joint Literary Society with Abingdon School. We look at everything 
from Old English to Robert Frost, romanticism to modernism. We 
also run lunchtime meetings for students looking to pursue English 
at university, including Oxbridge and ELAT preparation. We 
encourage students to explore their own interests too, and make 
the most of the theatre regularly on offer in Oxford. We do run trips 
as a group when we can, too.

Who teaches it? 
Everyone in the English Department is an experienced A-level 
teacher. Our subject expertise and enthusiasm for literary study 
ensure text choices respect the riches of the canon whilst also 
exploring peripheral and contemporary voices. We encourage you 
to make independent choices when it comes to selecting 
coursework texts. We build our teaching on individual passion and 
collaborate significantly so that you benefit from the combined 
expertise of a varied and committed department. You can expect 
to keep the same teachers throughout your A-level course.

At A-level I have found support not 
only from my teachers, but also 

from my group. The enthusiasm and 
energy of class discussions inspires 

and motivates my work.

Results 2019
A-level English Literature:

57.1% A*–A 
95.2% A*–B
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