
French
What will you learn? 
The French A-level course introduces you to new areas of culture, 
language, literature, and current affairs. You will soon start to 
develop the skills required by a linguist at advanced level. The 
course is very liberating; a great deal more is expected from 
students in terms of bringing ideas, opinions and current affairs 
knowledge to the classroom.

Topics studied in Year One: 
Aspects of French-speaking society: current trends
• The changing nature of family

• The ‘cyber-society’

• The place of voluntary work

Artistic culture in the French-speaking world
• A culture proud of its heritage

• Contemporary francophone music

• Cinema: the 7th art form

Topics studied in Year Two: 
Aspects of French-speaking society: current issues
• Positive features of a diverse society

• Life for the marginalised

• How criminals are treated

Aspects of political life in the French-speaking world
• Teenagers, the right to vote and political commitment

• Demonstrations, strikes – who holds the power?

• Politics and immigration

How is the subject taught? 
Teaching is divided between two members of staff who will share 
eight teaching periods with you each week. At least one of these 
lessons will be scheduled in the Language Learning Centre. In 
addition the French Assistant sees students once per week in small 
groups to work on spoken skills. We develop the skills of listening, 
reading, writing and speaking to a high standard of fluency and 
accuracy. Lessons are interactive, discursive and analytical, focusing 
on accessible and familiar themes. The exploration of cultural 
elements forms a significant part of the course and the regular use 
of all the School’s ICT resources adds another dimension to the 
learning experience.

What do students say? 
“The teachers are just so inspiring and knowledgeable. They convey their 
enthusiasm for French unreservedly. There’s a real energy and warmth in 
the languages department.”

“The range of skills I have acquired is amazing really; I can apply them to 
so many areas of my life. I know that I’m going to get a much more 
authentic experience when I travel now.”

Facilities, events and more... 
The Senior MFL Society runs jointly with Abingdon School. Events 
include lectures, debates, visits, films and themed dinners. Apart 
from the obvious careers of translator, interpreter and teacher, a 
foreign language is recognised as an enormous advantage in the 
fields of politics, diplomacy, business, journalism, public service, 
scientific research, law, publishing and medicine, to name a few. 
Languages at advanced level are greatly esteemed by the UK’s 
leading universities and many students apply to read French each 
year. Specialised interview and grammar practice is offered to 
students applying to Oxford or Cambridge.

Who teaches it? 
A teacher in charge of French oversees the running of all aspects of 
the French Department and reports to the Head of MFL. We have 
three full-time and one part-time members of staff teaching French 
in Sixth Form. Areas of expertise range from La Nouvelle Vague to 
the works of Jean-Pierre Jeunet, from literature to linguistics. We are 
lucky to have a very experienced French Assistant who helps 
students to improve their spoken skills through broadening 
vocabulary and working on spontaneous speech. 

Results 2019
A-level French:

66.7% A*–A 
91.7% A*–B
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