
Geography
What will you learn? 
Geography is a subject that bridges the gap between humanities 
and science subjects, allowing you to study for a variety of future 
careers including medicine, engineering and architecture. It is a 
subject that considers the complex and ever-changing relationship 
between people and their world. The AQA A-level curriculum is 
wide ranging, providing the opportunity to study three physical 
topics (hazards, coasts, and water and carbon cycles) as well as 
three human topics (global systems and governance, changing 
places and urban environments). Students enjoy how much these 
topics overlap with their other subjects at A-level. For example, 
global governance links well with politics and economics, whilst 
coasts links to biology and mathematics. A-level Geography also 
provides the opportunity to learn a variety of valuable skills – 
analysing and using data, writing reports, using statistics to test a 
hypothesis, presenting and selling ideas, and working 
collaboratively in groups; all are highly relevant in the 21st century 
workplace. Students have the opportunity to choose their own 
hypotheses and topic for their non-examined assessment worth 
20% of the final mark.

How is the subject taught?
A-level classes are taught in a style that demands collaborative 
work, discussion, research, questioning and independent reading. 
Students are expected to develop their knowledge by reading 
articles, journals and newspapers and the use of ICT in lessons to 
keep themselves informed of the latest events relevant to their 
course and to contribute this to their lessons. Universities favour 
the broad skills set students develop whilst studying the subject at 
A-level. As well as combining well with the natural sciences, 
geography also compliments other humanities subjects, languages 
and creative subjects. 

What do students say? 
“I really enjoyed tectonics and I also liked how geography complemented 
my other subjects.” 

“The essay writing really helped my other subjects by finding a way of 
incorporating case studies effectively.”

Fieldwork, expeditions and more... 
As part of the A-level course students are required to complete 
four days of fieldwork. This will include a two-day residential to 
study coastal geography in Dorset. In addition, students will also 
visit areas of Oxford to study urban processes as well as Witney to 
examine perceptions of place. The department also offers students 
the opportunity to attend a biannual four-day residential visit to 
Iceland. This allows students to further their understanding of the 
hazards unit as part of their physical geography paper. 

Furthermore, there are a range of extracurricular opportunities for 
geography students. Each week, students meet at lunch time to 
discuss and debate issues ranging from food miles to the future  
of indigenous communities. In addition, the Geography Society 
arranges regular lectures from prominent speakers such as Tim 
Marshall, author of Prisoners of Geography. Each year we have a 
Sixth Form Geography Dinner with Radley College. Oxbridge 
applicants are supported through a weekly group to provide 
further opportunities to ‘go beyond’ at A-level. This year we have 
also introduced a ‘Geology of Wine’ event with Radley College for 
Upper Sixth students – a chance to gain an understanding of the 
influence of geology on wine with an expert in wine tasting. 

Who teaches it? 
All members of the Geography Department team have keen 
interests in particular areas of geography, from glaciation and 
cultural and economic geography to cold environments. All have 
extensive experience of teaching a wide range of geography 
courses and fieldwork, and pursue their geographical interests 
outside the classroom.

Taking geography has enabled me 
to show that science isn’t my only 

area of strength.

Results 2019
A-level Geography:

62.5% A*–A 
100% A*–B
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