
Greek
What will you learn? 
The Classics Department offers Ancient (that is, Classical) Greek as a 
separate subject at A-level to students who have already obtained 
a satisfactory GCSE grade. The course introduces students to the 
worlds of Homer and Plato, affording a fascinating insight through 
the actual words of the Greeks themselves into their intellectual 
and creative achievements, as well as their philosophies of life. The 
study of any alien culture leads to a greater understanding of 
humanity but in Classics one is exploring the origins of western 
civilisation, which can be a great aid to our appreciation of the 
world today. It can also be great fun!

A key element of the A-level course is the study of some of the 
greatest and earliest European literature. Authors whose works may 
be studied include the epic poet Homer, the tragedians Euripides 
and Sophocles, the philosopher Plato and the historians 
Thucydides and Herodotus. Students in Sixth Form read Euripides’ 
chilling tragedy Medea and Herodotus’ account of the Greeks’ 
heroic stand against the Persian army at Thermopylae. 

How is the subject taught? 
Groups are small, enabling both an informal atmosphere and much 
animated discussion.

The OCR curriculum is followed. There is no coursework required in 
this subject and translation into Greek does not form an obligatory 
part of any examination. Both language and set texts are tested in 
examination papers at the end of Upper Sixth.

There is plenty of opportunity to improve your linguistic skills as 
we work through the course. We read a range of authors and see 
how the language works in practice. In lessons we will consider not 
only the details of translation, but also how the author makes his 
meaning clear and engaging for the audience.

What do students say?
“It is such an amazing opportunity to be able to study Greek to A-level and 
a great privilege to be taught by such inspirational teachers; I love the 
challenge that learning this language brings.”

Facilities, expeditions and more... 
Visits are arranged to attend lectures, plays and the annual reading 
competition at the University of Oxford. Guest speakers are invited 
to school, we attend classical dinners and Classics students may 
join school trips to Italy and Greece. Sixth Form students also help 
to run Helicon Club.

Who teaches it?
There are three teachers in the Classics Department, all of whom 
are experienced in teaching Latin, Greek and Classical Civilisation. 

We have a wide range of interests and expertise, including epic 
poetry, love poetry, philosophy and linguistics. Between us we 
have visited all four corners of the classical world, venturing to Troy 
and Ephesus in Turkey, Volubilis in Morocco and Caesarea in Israel. 
We all enjoy walking in the footsteps of the ancients and taking our 
students along too!

Studying Classics has made me 
want to go on to study the classical 

world through archaeology.
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