
Mandarin Studies 
The one-year Mandarin course provides plenty of opportunities for 
students to apply knowledge independently and creatively. 
Students will develop their abilities to interact effectively with 
Mandarin speakers and engage critically with a variety of texts, 
literature and films. The course consists of 50% language and 50% 
culture. Students will have four lessons a week.

What will you learn?
Simplified Chinese characters (as used in Mainland China) and 
Hanyu Pinyin are taught. You will develop the four language skills 
(listening, speaking, reading and writing) throughout the course.  
A broad range of content is covered, including social issues and 
trends, political and intellectual culture, regional cuisines and 
fashion, literary texts and films; Chinese art and music are also part 
of the course. Calligraphy, crafts, Taichi and visits to a restaurant 
and the Ashmolean Museum will not only cultivate your cultural 
awareness but also give you opportunities to use the language in 
real contexts. 

How is it assessed?
Students are assessed on their understanding of standard spoken 
and written Chinese in a range of public settings and different 
types of texts. They are assessed on their ability to communicate 
and interact effectively through discussion and oral presentations. 
The independent research project will also allow students to 
demonstrate their understanding of Chinese culture and critical 
thinking skills. 

Students will be able to take ISEB Mandarin Assessment Level 1 by 
the end of the studies if they wish to have a qualification, although 
this is not mandatory. The one-hour online assessments consist of 
three parts: listening, reading and writing tests.

Why choose Mandarin Studies?
Learning Mandarin and having an awareness of Chinese culture is  
a useful and valued skill in many different fields such as business, 
arts, economics, literature, politics, history and archaeology. China 
has become a huge market and business leaders are looking for 
people who can speak Mandarin and operate successfully in a 
Chinese cultural context. Mandarin has relatively simple grammar, 
making it easier to learn independently than you may think. 

Can you take it further? 
You can continue to study Mandarin at various universities. 
Language centres at some universities provide beginner, 
intermediate and advanced Mandarin courses for undergraduates 
and postgraduates. You can also choose Mandarin as your main 
subject (usually involving one year in China) at universities such as 
Cambridge, Oxford, Durham, Warwick and SOAS. These and other 
universities offer undergraduate degrees in Chinese studies 
without the prerequisite of GCSE or A-level Chinese.

Who teaches it? 
Part of the MFL Department, our teacher in charge of Mandarin  
has expertise in translating and interpreting, Chinese literature, 
calligraphy and children’s literature. There is an emphasis on 
bringing students enjoyment of learning, providing a positive 
environment and diverse extracurricular activities to Sixth  
Form students.
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