
Philosophy
What will you learn? 
A-Level Philosophy offers students the opportunity to grapple with 
complex issues, analyse strengths and weaknesses of different 
arguments and formulate their own conclusions. The course 
consists of four topic areas. 

Topic 1: Epistemology
• What is knowledge? The tripartite view

• Perception as a source of knowledge: direct realism, indirect 
realism, Berkeley’s Idealism

• Reason as a source of knowledge: innatism, the intuition and 
deduction thesis

• The limits of knowledge: philosophical scepticism

Topic 2: Moral philosophy
• Normative ethical theories: Utilitarianism, Kantian deontological 

ethics, Aristotelian virtue ethics

• Applied ethics: the aforementioned normative ethical theories 
applied to the issues of stealing, simulated killing (within 
computer games, plays, films, etc.), eating animals, telling lies

• Meta-ethics: moral realism, moral anti-realism

Topic 3: Metaphysics of God
• The concept and nature of ‘God’: attributes of ‘God’, competing 

views on such a being in time, arguments for the incoherence of 
the concept of ‘God’

• Arguments relating to the existence of God: ontological 
arguments, teleological/design arguments, cosmological 
arguments

• The Problem of Evil: the nature of moral and natural evil, the 
logical and evidential forms of the Problem of Evil, the Free Will 
Defence, soul-making

• Religious language: cognitivism and non-cognitivism, 
verification and falsification, eschatological verification, the 
‘University Debate’

Topic 4: Metaphysics of mind
• What do we mean by ‘mind’?

• Dualist theories: substance dualism, property dualism

• Physicalist theories: physicalism, mind-brain type identity theory, 
eliminative materialism

• Functionalism: multiple realisability of mental states, inverted 
qualia, Ned Block’s China thought experiment, the ‘knowledge’/
Mary argument

How is the subject taught? 
Philosophy is taught in eight lessons a week, usually by two 
different teachers. Using a range of teaching methods and 
multi-media resources in lessons, students carry out independent 
research, work collaboratively and engage in debates. Wider 
reading is an important part of A-level study and students choose 
academic articles and original philosophical texts to deepen their 
understanding of the material they have studied in class. Past  
exam questions are set regularly to allow students to perfect their 
writing technique.

What do students say? 
“Having smaller classes means that we are able to have a lot of debates 
about the topics which is a great way to learn.”

“The A-level course opened up a completely new way of thinking and 
 I was able to apply this to my writing skills. My interest in the course 
has led to the decision to read English Literature with Philosophy at 
university.”

“The A-level course has allowed me to develop my writing skills and has 
helped me learn to create a structured argument while critiquing my 
own opinions. The curriculum has also proved to be extremely 
interesting; especially ethics, which will be really useful in my chosen 
career, medicine.”

Facilities, expeditions and more... 
The department is well resourced and has three subject specialist 
rooms. The philosophy library has a wide selection of books on the 
A-level curriculum and beyond. A range of lectures are provided to 
broaden and deepen students’ knowledge and understanding 
beyond the standard curriculum. Students are encouraged to enter 
the department philosophy essay competition which is run once 
each term, as well as external competitions when they become 
available. There is also the opportunity for students to share their 
love of philosophy with younger students in the Philosophy 
Society which is run every week at lunch time.

Who teaches it? 
Philosophy is taught by a team of two subject specialists with a 
wealth of experience. Their special interests range from Ancient 
Greek philosophy and Eastern religions to Roman politics and 
economics, political philosophy, ethics and world history.
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