
Psychology
What will you learn?
Psychology is relevant to all areas of life. As the scientific study of 
the human mind and behaviour, it encompasses the key elements 
such as hypothesis testing but also allows a deeper level of 
philosophical debates, such as the argument of nature vs nurture 
in determining behaviour or whether humans actually have free 
will! Psychology is an inherently interesting subject which is 
current, challenging and promotes discussions within the course 
such as ‘is deceit ever justifiable?’ or ‘how reliable is the diagnosis  
of mental illness?’

The topics students explore are: social influence, memory 
(cognitive psychology), attachment (developmental psychology), 
psychopathology (OCD, depression, phobias), biopsychology 
(nerves, hormones, brain research, biological rhythms), gender, 
schizophrenia, addiction and approaches/issues and debates, 
which provides an overarching critical analysis of all topics.

The course is examined at the end of two years with three 
two-hour examinations, with a range of questions including 
knowledge, application, evaluation, mathematical analysis and 
extended writing. 

The transferable skills gained from studying psychology are 
excellent preparation for university work as the topics encourage 
topical debate; for example the effect of psychology on the 
economy, ethical considerations of research and real life 
application to treatment of mental health.

How is the subject taught?
The linear A-level allows a scientifically rigorous course with an 
important balance of theoretical evidence, critical thinking and 
application. A popular Sixth Form subject, there are five groups 
across Upper and Lower Sixth consisting of usually 9–11 students 
in a class. Both teachers are equally skilled at teaching all topics as 
required, allowing for flexibility in the timetable. Research methods 
are taught throughout the course as it is such a large element of 
the specification and in the second year the synoptic element of 
issues and debates are used to revisit year one topics in a deeper, 
more evaluative process.

Facilities, expeditions and more...
• In Michaelmas term the students attend a psychology 

conference at Warwick University with a number of different 
expert speakers from the field to enrich their learning. Subjects 
often include forensic psychology, sports psychology, cognitive 
neuroscience and even the psychology of dance!

• In Trinity term we take our Lower Sixth students to Bristol Zoo in 
order to develop their understanding of observation skills, taking 
part in a student-led behaviour study which involves 
categorisation, the analysis of results, evaluation and 
presentation.

• Throughout the year the Psychology Book Club gives the 
students challenging books to read, consider and reflect in order 
to develop their critical analysis skills.

What do the students say?
“Psychology is a refreshing subject that is relevant to our daily lives, 
behaviour and relationships. It is insightful and thought provoking.”

“I really enjoy psychology because I can relate to it and it gives me 
another perspective on the world around me.”

Who teaches it?
A-level Psychology is taught by two dedicated psychology 
teachers. Both have many years of experience teaching all 
elements of the course and offer a positive, thought-provoking 
learning environment for those wanting to study human behaviour 
and the mind.

Results 2019
A-level Psychology:

65.4% A*–A 
96.2% A*–B
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