
Arabic Studies

What will you learn?

Language work

• Learning to read and write the Arabic alphabet

• An introduction to the structure of a Semitic language 
(root, patterns)

• Greetings, introducing yourself, talking and writing  
about your family, town and school.

• Grammatical structures (verb tenses, word order,  
nouns and adjectives 

• Continuing to build vocabulary

• Speaking/reading and writing about wider topics

Culture & History

• Learning about the area where Arabic is spoken and  
the differences between the Islamic and Arabic worlds

• Research into individual countries 

• Cultural differences with the West

• The origin of Islam and the spread of the Qur’an

• A brief history of Syria

• The medieval Islamic world

• Food including a project to create a bilingual  
cookbook and run a single night pop-up restaurant  
for parents and staff 

• Islamic art and architecture

• The modern Islamic world

• An independent research topic of your choice 

What do students say?
“I would recommend Arabic as it is so 
interesting and fun. A lesson I look forward to.”

“I find Arabic really interesting and although it 
can be challenging it is worth it!”

“I have always loved learning languages but 
had no space along with my 3 A-levels. With 
Arabic I can learn a new and challenging 
language as well as pursue my science 
subjects. I am really enjoying it and love  
doing something a bit different.”

Who teaches it?

Arabic is taught by Mrs Shannon who has studied Arabic at St. Andrews,  
Venice and Oxford Universities. At postgraduate level she researched the 
spread of Arabic culture into Spain in the 7th – 14th Centuries.

She has also travelled across the Middle East and brings her passion and  
love of languages to a fascinating and currently highly relevant subject.

• 300 million people speak 
Arabic as their first language

• Arabic is the official language 
in 23 countries, reaching from 
The Ocean to the Gulf

• Arabic is one of the six official 
United Nations languages

• Arabic is the sacred language 
of 1.5 billion Muslims across 
the world

FACT FILEHow is the subject taught?

Arabic is recognised to be a particularly difficult 
language to master. However the rewards of this 
course will be to have a functioning knowledge  
of the Arabic language and a deeper understanding  
of a fascinating and strategic region.

Teaching is by a single member of staff. Small groups 
enable the style and speed to be matched to the 
preferences and ability of the group.

You will receive four hours of teaching per week  
with the emphasis alternating between language 
acquisition and Arabic history and culture.

The language elements of the course follow the 
Mastering Arabic course-book and cover basic 
grammar, vocabulary and conversation.

The cultural aspects of the course cover both modern 
and ancient Arabic history, society and current affairs. 
We will use a variety of sources from literature, film, 
online and visits from external speakers.

There will also be scope to focus on your own 
particular interests as you work independently  
on a research topic of your own choosing.


