
Classical civilisation

What skills will I learn?

You will learn to respond critically and engage with 
a wealth of sources and ideas. You will gain 
analytical skills readily transferable to other subjects 
and further study of classical subjects.

Facilities, expeditions and more…

There will be visits to lectures and plays. There are 
opportunities to hear guest speakers and attend 
classical dinners. Classical civilisation students can 
join school trips to Italy or Greece.

Classical civilisation is the study of the culture of the Greek and Roman world using texts and sources in 
English. It includes the study of the literature, history, art and architecture of the classical world, to build up a 
picture of a society at times profoundly different and at times just a hairsbreadth away from our own.

AS-level classical civilisation, taught over two years, will be on offer from September 2019. This course is open 
to all students and starts from scratch. It doesn’t involve any Latin or Greek language and you don’t need to 
have studied Latin, Greek or classical civilisation before. 

The course consists of two main elements:

1. Homer’s Odyssey – the exciting tale of Odysseus’ adventures on his long journey home from Troy.  
The works of Homer were considered by the Greeks themselves to be the foundation of Greek  
culture, standing as they do at the beginning of the Western literary canon. We will consider the lasting 
legacy of the Homeric world and explore its attitudes and values. 

2. Culture and the arts: imperial image – nowadays we are familiar with politicians ‘spinning’ their public 
image. This module explores how the extraordinary Roman politician Augustus Caesar used propaganda 
to convince a society with a longstanding hatred of kings to accept one-man rule. We study the writings, 
visual and material culture of the period. How did the first emperor create his own brand identity?

Who teaches it?

Diana Spain is the Head of Department. She has a degree in Classics from Oxford University, PGCE 
from Kings College, London and is an experienced teacher of Latin, Greek and classical civilisation.

Julia Twaits has been at St Helen’s for 15 years. She has a degree in Classics from Cambridge University, 
specialising in classical linguistics and philosophy, and a PGCE in Classics and Religious Studies.


