
Drama and theatre

Facilities, expeditions and more...

• Annual events include workshops with 

professional actors, a trip to the Shakespeare 

Birthplace Trust in Stratford-upon-Avon and a 

number of theatre trips. Recent trips have 

included The Threepenny Opera and Ugly Lies the 

Bone at the National Theatre, Cymbeline at the 

RSC, That Face and 946: The Amazing Story of 

Adolphus Tips and visiting performances of The 

Merchant of Venice, Frankenstein and The Picture 

of Dorian Gray.

• The majority of A-level performances take  

place in our professional grade, 120-seat  

Studio Theatre which is intimate and versatile.

• Abingdon School Drama Department hosts a 

joint social event with a number of professionals 

from the world of theatre, playwriting, film, radio 

and television designed to create opportunities 

for our sixth formers to build career bridges from 

school to the world beyond. 

What will you learn?

• Teamwork, presentation and 
communication skills are high on the list 
of skills acquired at A-level, alongside 
developing your performance ability. 

• The quality of written communication is 
equally as important and you will learn  
how to structure essays, use footnotes,  
create bibliographies and write 
imaginatively but concisely.  

• Through studying play texts you will 
enhance your analytical skills and learn 
to think holistically as a director and 
designer as well as an actor. 

• You will experiment with a range of 
styles and genres and explore the 
theories of practitioners such as Artaud, 
Brecht and Stanislavski. 

• You will create theatre that inspires you 
and makes you proud.

What do students say?

“Our workshop with Dugald Bruce-Lockhart was so 
interesting and really helped us to develop our devised piece.”

“I loved visiting the Shakespeare Birthplace Trust to attend 
fascinating lectures that informed my written work.”

 “There are lots of opportunities to experience live theatre 
from all sort of different genres and styles.”

Who teaches it?

Between St Helen’s and Abingdon School there  
are five A-level drama and theatre teachers.  
You will be taught by two of them: one from 
Abingdon and one from St Helen’s. 

Specification: Edexcel

Results gained in 2018:

A-level drama and theatre:  
80% A*/A

FACT FILE

How is the subject taught?

Component 1: devising (40%) 
You will devise an original performance and write an 
accompanying piece of coursework (3000 words)

Component 2: group performance and monologue (20%) 
As a small group you will perform a key extract from a play. 
You will also perform a monologue.

Component 3: written exam (40%) 
Within the final exam you will evaluate a piece of live 
theatre you have studied, write about how you would stage 
a contemporary text you have practically explored and how 
you would interpret a classical text in relation to a theatre 
practitioner.


