
Government and politics 

What will you learn?

Students will acquire an in depth knowledge of the political systems of the UK and the USA, for 
example, the nature and sources of the Constitution, and debates around the power of the state and 
the rights of the individual. students will compare the political systems in the UK and the USA. They 
will be required to identify parallels, connections, similarities and differences between aspects of 
politics. This will ensure that students develop a critical awareness of the changing nature of politics 
and the relationships between political ideas, political institutions and political processes.

Furthermore, students will study a range of political ideologies. The political ideas of conservatism, 
socialism and liberalism will enhance students’ knowledge and understanding of politics, political 
debate and political issues in both the UK and the USA.

Facilities, expeditions and more...

Both Lower Sixth and Upper Sixth students have the 
opportunity take part in a politics trip to Washington 
DC and New York City. Lower Sixth students typically 
attend a politics conference in London or visit 
Parliament. 

We offer opportunities for debate and further insight 
into global politics through our Model United Nations 
Society, while our Senior Politics Society gives our 
students the opportunity to research and discuss 
topics of interest, as well as develop techniques of 
intellectual enquiry. We also from time to time arrange 
seminar sessions with PPE students from Oxford 
University.

Students learn to engage with questions such as:

• Are referendums a good way of solving political 
disagreements?

• How powerful is the American president?

• How important is money in politics?

• How much equality is fair?

• Are citizens’ rights better protected in the USA than 
in the UK?

Who teaches it?

The teaching of the government and politics course is shared between five A-level teachers. All have 
significant experience in teaching A-level.

We run typically groups of 10 – 15 students and the course is taught jointly with Abingdon students.  
All lessons are taught at St Helen’s.

Dr Laura Gribble, Head of Politics and Economics

How is the subject taught?

Students study in a seminar style based on informed discussion. Essay techniques of written analysis 
and argument support the understanding of the course material.

Students should read the quality press and listen to informative radio and television programmes. 
Wide reading of classical and modern political texts is also desirable.

Politics is taught in a two year linear course. Specification: Politics AQA 7152

Weblink: http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/government-and-
politics/as-and-a-level/politics-7152/specification-at-a-glance

Results gained in 2018:

A-level politics: 88% A*/A
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