
History

What will you learn?

The aim of the History Department throughout the School 
is to foster the interest of the students in a range of different 
areas of the subject – political, social and economic history 
from 1066 to modern times – and to cultivate the skills 
necessary to evaluate historical material critically. Above all, 
the study of history should be engaging and stimulating.

Many students choose to continue their study of history at  
A-level and this provides a solid foundation for those 
wishing to pursue university courses in history, law, politics, 

economics, philosophy, English literature and any of the 
social sciences. It also forms a useful background to modern 
languages. We offer the OCR History A specification and 
cover a range of topics including the reigns of the Later 
Tudors 1547-1603, the causes and events of the French 
Revolution 1774-1799, the rule of Napoleon 1799-1815 and 
the history of Russia 1855-1964. The curriculum is taught as 
a linear course with all examinations taken at the end of the 
two years.

What do students say?

“I have always wanted to study 
history at A-level and beyond, since  
I was little. The way the subject is 
taught at St Helen’s has confirmed 
my view even more.”

“I like history because it interlinks 
with so many other subjects,  
art, music, politics, economics  
and English.” 

Who teaches it?

History at A-level is currently taught by several members of the department.  
We have the opportunity to teach topics which play to our strengths and 
particular areas of interest, which provides students an enriched and varied 
experience of the subject.

Head of Department: Miss D. Smith, BA Durham, PGCE 

Dr. L. Gribble, MA Munster, DPhil Oxon, PGCE 

Mr J. Smart, BA Exeter, PGCE 

Mrs S Scott-Malden, BA London, PGCE 

Mr J. Hunt, MA St. Andrews, QTS

Deborah Smith, Head of History

How is the subject taught?

A variety of teaching and learning methods are used, 
ranging from debates and role plays to group presentations 
and independent research. Increasingly IT activities, where 
appropriate, are being incorporated into the teaching and 
learning to enhance students’ experience of the subject  

and improve their understanding. Debate Chamber Day,  
The Senior History Society and History Extension Club 
provide opportunities to enrich teaching beyond the 
standard curriculum.

Facilities, expeditions and more...

Lecture and Dinner
Each year, the History Department organises an evening 
lecture event for Sixth Form history students. In previous 
years we have had talks from historians such as Professor 
Kate Williams from Reading University on ‘Josephine, Empress 
of France’ and Dr Susan Doran from Oxford University was 
our guest speaker on Elizabeth I.

Students are also welcome at history talks given by outside 
speakers at Abingdon School and we regularly attend  
the Historical Association lectures in Oxford held  
throughout the year.

Sixth Form trip to Paris
In the next couple of years the department is hoping to  
run a trip to Paris to visit the key sites connected to the 
French Revolution and royalty such as Versailles, Malmaison, 
The Louvre and others.

Results gained in 2018:

A-level history: 
85% A*/A 
100% A*/B

FACT FILE

Specification: History A - H505 (from 2015) 
Weblink: www.ocr.org.uk/Images/170128- 
specification-accredited-a-level-gce-history-a-h505.pdf


