
Spanish 

Facilities, expeditions and more...

Members of Sixth Form are invited to participate in a biennial 
study trip to Salamanca or Valencia, both renowned university 
cities in Spain. The students will be given opportunities to 
improve their speaking and writing skills ahead of the 
summer examinations through an experience of complete 
immersion in the Spanish language and culture. Lessons and 
resources are designed around the topics and requirements 
of our examining board.

The Senior MFL Society runs jointly with Abingdon Events 
include lectures, debates, visits, films and themed dinners.

Apart from the obvious careers of translator, interpreter and 
teacher, a foreign language is recognised as an enormous 
advantage in the fields of politics, diplomacy, business, 
journalism, public service, scientific research, law, publishing 
and medicine to name a few.

Languages at advanced level are greatly esteemed by the UK’s 
leading universities and many students apply to read Spanish 
each year. Specialised interview and grammar practice is 
offered to students applying to Oxford or Cambridge.

What will you learn?

The A-level specification builds on the 
knowledge, understanding and skills gained 
at GCSE. It constitutes an integrated study 
with a focus on language, culture and society. 
Lessons foster a range of transferable skills, 
including communication, critical thinking 
and creativity, which are valuable to the 
individual and to society. Students will 
develop their understanding  
of themes relating to the society and culture 
of the country or countries where Spanish is 
spoken, and their language skills; they will  
do this by using authentic spoken and 
written sources in Spanish. The approach is a 
focus on how Spanish-speaking society has 
been shaped, socially and culturally, and how 
it continues to change. 

Topics studied: 

• Aspects of Hispanic society  
(AS/A-level) - changes in family and 
modern society

• Artistic culture in the Hispanic world 
(AS/A-level) - the role of music, TV and 
film

• Multiculturalism in Hispanic society  
(A-level) - immigration and racism

• Aspects of political life in Hispanic society 
(A-level) - monarchies and dictatorships, 
popular movements and young people

• One film and one novel 

Who teaches it?

The Head of Spanish oversees the running of all aspects of the Spanish Department and 
reports to the Head of MFL. Two full-time members of staff teach Spanish in Sixth Form. 
Areas of expertise range from translating and interpreting, Spanish cinema with a 
special focus on Spanish film director Pedro Almódovar, Spanish and Latin-American 
literature and Spanish linguistics. We are lucky to have a very experienced Spanish 
Assistant whose area of expertise is Spanish folklore who helps students to improve 
spoken skills through broadening vocabulary and working on spontaneous speech. 

Kat Clarke, Head of Spanish

Results gained in 2018:

A-level Spanish: 
71% A*/A
Specification: AQA 2650 
Weblink: www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/
as-and-a-level/Spanish-2650
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How is the subject taught?

Teaching is by two members of staff who teach you for eight 
periods each week for your A-level course. At least one of 
these lessons will be scheduled in the Language Learning 
Centre. In addition the Spanish Assistant sees students once 
per week in small groups to work on spoken skills. 

We develop the skills of listening, reading, writing and 
speaking to a high standard of fluency and accuracy. Lessons 
are interactive, discursive, and analytical focussing on 
accessible and familiar themes. The exploration of cultural 
elements forms a significant part of the course and the 
regular use of all the School’s ICT resources adds another 
dimension to the learning experience.

What do students say?
“The teachers are just so inspiring and 
knowledgeable. They convey their enthusiasm for 
Spanish unreservedly. There’s a real energy and 
warmth in the languages department.” 

“I chose to continue with Spanish because I knew 
that it could it could make a real difference to my 
future opportunities.” 

“The range of skills I have acquired is amazing 
really; I can apply them to so many areas of my life. 
I know that I’m going to get a much more authentic 
experience when I travel now.”


